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Mediation in Contract Theory 
 
In many contracting relationships, the parties cannot pre-commit to all decisions that have to 
be taken during the course of the relation. In these situations, optimal contracting involves the 
use of a mediator. A mediator is a communication device which makes action 
recommendations contingent on communication by the parties. Next to the seminal 
contributions on mediation, the course will cover work on the relation between mediation and 
optimal mechanism design as well as more applied papers. 
 
Change in time and venue: Wednesdays, 14-16h (c.t.), Lennestr. 37, Seminarraum, 2nd 

floor. 
First meeting: Wed, April 17. 
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